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Voyages of curiosity
BB YSY— Tim Woolstencroft

Looking back at my time studying at university, | don’t see myself in a classroom but in a library.
Even now, more than three decades later, | can still clearly picture my university library and the
desk | would often use. The sights, the smells and the quiet sounds of libraries have always been
both very comforting and inspiring to me. In the same way that | much prefer watching movies
at a movie theater than at home, | also find it much easier, and much more fulfilling, to study in
a library. Even during the stressful periods at university when | was racing against a deadline
to complete an assignment, there was always something reassuring about being surrounded by
people who were also searching for ideas and struggling to complete reports and theses on time.

Whenever 'm in a new city, one of the first things | do is to seek out the local library or reading
room. Even in a place where the language and culture may be alien to me, being surrounded by
people in a familiar environment always puts me at ease, and | soon start to feel at home. During
my first winter living in New York, | spent a lot of time escaping from the cold weather in the
beautiful New York Public Library. Countless movies and TV dramas have featured libraries, and,
tellingly, libraries are often depicted as the gateways to new knowledge and adventures. At the
outset of my own adventures in nhew countries and cities, | tend to follow Hermione Granger’s
philosophy in the Harry Potter series of “when in doubt, go to the library”

It is heartening that in this new digital information age there still seems a place for libraries.
While the internet is a fantastic resource, there is nothing quite like the physical space and
facilities a library can provide. A library card is a truly powerful thing and can be the key that
opens the doors to our imaginations. In the TV drama Stranger Things, one the main
characters explains to a librarian why he needs more than the five-book limit: “l am on a
curiosity voyage. And | need my paddles to travel. These books: - these books are my
paddles.” So, let’'s head to a library, get paddling and embark on our own voyages of curiosity.
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